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The Russian menace, such as it was, remained as potent a
bogey as ever; the ruler and people of Afghanistan were left
trilling to wound if afraid to strike; and our enemies in the
East suddenly realised with wonder and hope that the hitherto
irresistible might of Britain had, like Achilles, a vulnerable heel,
IL THE SUBJUGATION OF SIND, 1843
As a corollary and pendant to the first Afghan campaign
there followed the reduction of the power of the Baluchi
Ameers of Sind and the annexation of their country to British
India.
It has already been seen how-these chiefs had been compelled,
by a show of overwhelming force, to permit the assembling of
the Army of the Indus in their territory, although our treaty
with them expressly excluded them from any such obligation.
This high-handed action on our part, which did not drive them
into hostility even during the worst period of our Afghan
disasters, was merely a prelude to further aggression. The
handling of our relations with the Arneers was in 1842 entrusted
to Sir Charles Napier, who, believing that no country could
have a better fate than to corne under the sway of Britain,
adopted a line of conduct which soon reduced the chiefs to des-
peration. In order to force upon them a humiliating revision
of the treaty, which struck a fatal blow at their independ-
ence, Napier assembled his forces, some 3000 men, in Upper
Sind, about Sukkur, and though no war had been declared, sent
out a small flying column to destroy the fort of Emaum Ghur,
the heart of the desert. He followed up this blow by taking
military possession of all Upper Sind, and moving down the
Indus to within 50 mile$ of the capital of the country, Hyder-
abad. A popular uprising in the city against Outrarn, the envoy
sent to secure the signature of the new treaty, gave Napier the
pretext he desired for opening active hostilities, and on Feb-
ruary 17, 1843, his tiny force attacked and utterly defeated a
host of 35,000 well-armed and brave Beluchis at Meeanee.
Hyderabad fell into his hands without further resistance, and
here he established himself in an entrenched camp beside the
Indus, and received the submission of the majority of the
principal Ameers. One, however, Shere Mahomed, of Khyr-
poor, known as the Lion, the ablest and most powerful of all,
still kept the field, and advanced with 25,000 men to recover the
capital. Napier succeeded in bringing up under the nose of
his enemy reinforcements which brought his army up to a
strength of 5000 men; with these he marched out, and on
March 24 stormed the hostile position at Dubba. The remnant